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46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, 

were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting 

by the roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of 

David, have mercy on me!”  
49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 
50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.  

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”  
52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight 

and followed Jesus along the road. 

 

As we draw near to the end of our church calendar year, we’re also getting closer to the 

end of the Gospel of Mark which we’ve going through this past year.  Our lesson this morning 

comes as Jesus is making His way toward Jerusalem for the last time.  The next chapter, Mark 

11, tells us of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday less than a week before His arrest and 

crucifixion.  As He made His way to Jerusalem, Jesus and those following Him through passed 

through the city of Jericho, from the Gospel of Luke we learn that on leaving the city, Jesus met 

a tax-collector named Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus, we’re told, welcomed Jesus to stay at his home in 

Jericho, so they went back into the city and that’s when Jesus met another man named 

Bartimaeus. 

Bartimaeus was blind.  We aren’t told precisely how long he had been blind, maybe it 

had been years, perhaps even his entire life.  Most people would consider blindness to be a 

disadvantage or a handicap.  But maybe you’ve also heard how losing one of your senses can 

heighten those that remain.  That may well have been the case with Bartimaeus.  In particular, it 

seems to me that his sense of hearing was rather keen.  He hadn’t missed the news about this 

man named Jesus who had been traveling throughout Galilee and Judea over the last three years.  

Not being able to work because of his blindness, Bartimaeus had turned to trying to earn a living 

by begging along the side of the road.  With the time he had sitting there alone along the 

roadsides he’d been able to process all that he had heard about this Jesus of Nazareth and led by 

the Holy Spirit he had come to believe that Jesus was the Christ, God’s anointed one, who had 

come to deliver His people. 

When we look at Bartimaeus, in the midst of his blindness, his struggle, his suffering, we 

see an incredible example of faith, one worth emulating as we face our own unique struggles and 

sufferings in our lives.  When we look at Bartimaeus and this man, Jesus of Nazareth, whom he 

calls to for help, we pray that God would grant us a godly, Christian perspective on suffering. 

At the end of our lesson, Jesus commended Bartimaeus’s faith when He told him, your 

faith has healed you.  A good question for us to consider, then, is what kind of faith did 

Bartimaeus have?   



First, we see that it was a faith that saw in Jesus the promised Messiah.  They came to 

Jericho, we’re told, and as Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving 

the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the 

roadside begging.  With a noisy and boisterous crowd passing by, it isn’t surprising that 

Bartimaeus would want to know what all the commotion was about.  Who had stirred up this 

mass of people?  When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout.  He had 

heard of this man, of His teachings, of His miracles, and he in His heart he knew who this Jesus 

was.  He was told that Jesus of Nazareth was there, but he calls out to Him by another name, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  In Jewish literature, that name—Son of David—

was used to refer to the long-awaited Messiah. 

Even though he was blind, Bartimaeus could see what so many others failed to: this man 

Jesus was God’s promised Savior.  Like Bartimaeus, you and I have not yet been blessed to see 

Jesus with our own eyes.  But, like Bartimaeus, we have heard the news about Him.  We’ve 

heard an account of His teachings and His miracles.  Greater even than that, we’ve heard how He 

fulfilled the prophecies of God’s suffering Servant, through the events that would unfold in the 

days following our lesson this morning.  We’ve heard not only how He suffered and died for our 

sake, but how God the Father raised Him from the dead.  Finally, in that resurrection, we have 

found the assurance from God that our sins have been forgiven and that we have been made heirs 

with Jesus of everlasting life.  By God’s grace, through the message we have heard, we’ve come 

to know Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

When we look at Bartimaeus we also see a faith that cried persistently to Jesus for mercy.  

When he started to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” we hear that many 

rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have 

mercy on me!”  The rebukes of the people were not going to stop him.  He knew Jesus was His 

Savior and he knew he could look to Him for relief.  He trusted in Jesus’ power, that Jesus could 

help him, and he trusted in Jesus’ merciful love, that Jesus would help him.  And his faith—his 

trust—was not misplaced.   

When He heard the man calling out to Him, Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So 

they called to the blind man, “Cheer up!  On your feet!  He’s calling you.”  Throwing his 

cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.  

There’s a lesson from the faith of Bartimaeus, but there’s one that learn as well from the 

people who spoke to him that day.  There are two different reactions we can have when we 

witness someone who is suffering.  We can be like that first group of people who rebuked 

Bartimaeus, told him shut up, to deal with his problems on his own.  Or we can model ourselves 

after this second group, who recognize that Jesus wants to help that person with their struggles.  

“Cheer up,” you can tell them, “On your feet!  Your Savior is here and He’s calling to you.  Go 

to Him, speak to Him, He loves you and He wants to help you.”  What privilege we have to be 

able to take the people around us and lead them to the one who has the power and mercy to love 

them.  What a joy it must have been for those people to see what Jesus did when Bartimaeus 

came to Him. 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  The blind man said, 

“Rabbi, I want to see.”  “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” What a relief it must 

have been, what a joy for Bartimaeus to see after a life of blindness.  It’s hard for us to even 

imagine, but there’s something that can help us get an idea of that kind of joy.  I don’t know if 

you’ve heard of EnChroma glasses.  They’re a new, special kind of glasses that allow people 

who are colorblind to see in true color like the rest of us do.  You can find videos online where 



people have recorded their loved ones trying those glasses on for the very first time.  In one that 

video that I saw, a man started laughing and just couldn’t stop, others started crying the moment 

they put those glasses on because they were overwhelmed with the clarity and the brightness of 

what they could now see. 

Bartimaeus hadn’t been just colorblind, but completely blind, and now with those simple 

words from Jesus, “go, your faith has healed you,” he could see.  We want to be like 

Bartimaeus and cry out persistently to our Savior Jesus for help.  There may be times when 

people in our lives or maybe the world in general seem to be telling us to give it up and stop 

praying to Jesus, that He can’t help us or that He wouldn’t want to listen to us.  That’s when we 

cry out all the louder, because we know that Jesus certainly can help us.  He has the power to 

help us in every need because all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him 

(Matthew 28:18) by the heavenly Father.  Our Savior Jesus is the Lord God Almighty, the 

Creator of heaven and earth and His power is infinite; it is limitless.  And we pray to Him not 

only because we know that He is powerful to help us, but because He has communicated to us in 

His Word that in His mercy He desires to help us. 

We see that mercy especially in the forgiveness He offers us from our sins.  A week or 

two after relieving Bartimaeus from His suffering, our loving Lord was arrested outside of the 

city of Jerusalem.  And while He could have freed Himself from those who had taken Him 

captive or called down an army of angels to defend Him and fight alongside Him, He didn’t.  He 

willingly suffered torture, injustice, and ridicule at their hands and then He allowed them to nail 

him to a cross and hang Him from it until He died.  And while He was on that cross, Jesus 

suffered the greatest agony of all.  He suffered hell, He was forsaken by His heavenly Father.  He 

endured all of that for you and for me because He loves us.  He loves you and He wanted you to 

be set free from the punishment of your sins so that you could live forever with Him in heaven, 

so He took that punishment on Himself. 

When we sin, then, and we struggle with the guilt of what we’ve done, and we turn in 

repentance to our Savior Jesus, He always forgives us.  He always forgives because He loves us 

and in His love He has paid the price to ransom us from those sins.  It’s done.  It’s finished.  You 

are forgiven. 

We can also pray to Jesus when faced with earthly suffering: lack of food or the means to 

provide for other basic necessities, poor health, strained relationships, whatever it may be.  We 

can go to our Savior and cry out persistently to Him for mercy.  And often, just like Bartimaeus, 

He listens to those prayers and graciously gives us what we ask for sometimes even going 

beyond what we were bold enough to ask for.  But there are other times as well when, for our 

good, He answers our prayers differently than we may have wanted, at times even permitting that 

burden to remain in our lives.  

He may be telling us as He did the Apostle Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness.”  He may be using that burden or suffering to build us up 

in perseverance, character, and hope leading us to trust more deeply in Him and less in our own 

devices.  In all things, we have His promises that He loves us deeply, that He will continue to be 

with us and to strengthen us, and that He will never permit any suffering to come into our lives 

beyond that which we are able to bear with His help and guidance.  In addition to those, we have 

the amazing promise that our days of suffering are numbered. 

The last sentence of our text this morning shows us one final insight into Bartimaeus’s 

faith.  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.  As you head 

back out this afternoon into the world at large, you’ll be going home to lives filled with their own 



varying degrees of struggles and suffering.  As you confront them, pray for a faith like 

Bartimaeus’s—the strength to follow Jesus along the road.  The road Jesus was on was the one 

that would lead, as we’ve noted this morning, to His suffering and death.  But His road didn’t 

end on Calvary.  It didn’t end in suffering.  It didn’t end in death.  God raised Jesus from the 

dead, He lifted Him up in glory to His right hand in heaven where Jesus is now ruling over all 

things as Lord and King. 

When, in faith, we follow Jesus along the road, we too will suffer, and—unless He 

returns in glory first—we too will die.  But our road does not end there.  It does not end in 

suffering.  It does not end in death.  When we follow Jesus along the road He will take us with 

Him all the way—through suffering into glory, through sorrow into joy, through tears to 

laughter, through death to life—to life everlasting at His side.  May the Lord bless you as you 

patiently work toward that day. Amen. 

 

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving 

the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls (1 Peter 1:8-9). 

 

 


